42           ENGLISH   VOYAGES   TO   THE   CARIBBEAN
on that day the queen of England's fleet. Sir Francis Drake com-
manding, entered the harbour. To which I will add that next day,
Thursday, before dawn, Francis Drake landed a thousand men at
Hicacos Point. These forces arrived at the Caleta half an hour
before daybreak. There we awaited them, being about 230 harque-
buses and 50 pikes. Another company was stationed elsewhere on the
Swamp and 40 more men were posted over toward Galera Point.
We feared lest Captain Francis might land men and attack by way
of those two places.
At the Caleta we fought them a short while. We let them have
three volleys and the galleys, which had been brought up bows
against the Caleta, gave them two rounds of artillery and small
shot, although the harquebus fire from the galleys did no damage
because of the considerable distance. Perceiving the heavy damage
he was receiving, the enemy shut his eyes and with furious impetus
threw himself upon the city through a narrow place at the Caleta
which was not protected with earth*works.
The troops detailed to the defence of that side abandoned their
positions and fled. In a short time that part of the Caleta had been
abandoned by our men. Since they were townspeople and utterly
unused to war it was not possible to hold them there nor in the
defences about the city. Therefore the enemy occupied the place
within an hour, or less.
This is certainly a pitiable and shameful thing; so much so that
I write this with tears which flow from the soul and with great
grief that such a city as this should have been lost in so short a
time.
At the same instant God saw fit to deal us a second blow, no less
serious, which I have yet to relate, and this was that the galleys,
which were in the position I have previously described, seeing the
city lost, sought to get away by Boqueron channel, but it was low
tide and there was not sufficient depth of water to permit it. They
failed to consider that they might have held a position fighting
alongside the fort, which remained in our possession all day, and that
at noon the tide would come in. God and our ill-luck dulled their
understanding and they ran the galleys aground at Jessemani. The
galley-slaves were unchained and set at liberty with all the rest of the
people. They burned the galleys and so, within an hour, we were left
without them or the city.
The fort held out that day. It fought off certain pinnaces which
sought to approach the city from that quarter. Seeing that they
could not hold out because of a shortage of munitions, and fearing